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Stop me If you've heard this one before. Or rather, just
po back and (hopefully) savor “The Witch of the Mists”
again. This one's for the nawcomers among ye.

Robert E. Howard, creator of Conan, wrote nearly two
dozen adventures of the swashbuckling Cimmerian during
the 1930's, recording (though in no particular order) the bar-
barian's slow and checkared rise to kKingahip.

But, when Conan announced at the end of the novel-
length Conan the Congueror (see SAVAGE SWORD OF
Cﬂn?mu #10) that he intended to make the Nemedian Harem
girl Zenobla his bride and thus the queen of Aquilonia, he
was making what amounted to his farewell speech = at
least as written by REH himsaelf.

Howard revealed, in letters to friends and fans, that
Conan reigned as king for many years, that he fought
various “detensive wars," and that he did some exploratory
voyaging on the Western Ocean. But that's about it. He
nevel even revealed in so many words |t King Conan kept his
word about marrylng Zenobla — though it's safe to assume
he maant what he sald.

in the years since Howard's untimely death in 1936,
however, several other writers have added to the more-of-
-|il|=| ofticlal canon. About a year back, for instance, noted

tantaay authors L. Sprague de Camp and Lin Carter wrote
Conan the Liberator, a novel which tells how, as thay see i,
Conan became king of Aguilonia, siaying the evil Kin
Numedides on his throne. And we oursaives, In tha 1978 an
1878 CONAN ANNUALS, hHave told of how Conan retrieved
and wedded the lovely Zenobla.

Most Importantly for our purposes here, though: In 1957,

e

THE MAKING OF KING CONAN, 1932-1980
by Roy Thomas

Bjtrn H',rbarﬂ and de Camp wrote a novel eventually known
as Conan the Avenger, which occurs about a year after
Conan's marriage and has the Cimmerlan off on a quest to
rescue his abducted quean from vile sorcerers and the like.
What happened during the next few years is, as of yet,
unrecaorded.

However, in the lata 1870's, de Camp and Carter wrote a
saries of shor stories which dealt with King Conan and his
son (aiso named Conan, but usually called Prince Conn)
locked In final battie with the wizardry of Thoth-Amon and
his minions. These tales were aventually collected in the
paperback volume Conan of Aguilonia.

Some months back, it seemed to me the time was fipa
io adapt these storles — yet somehow, they didn't seem
quite right for SAVAGE SWORD. Stan Lee and Jim Shooter
agreed with me that Marvel shouid he-i;m 8 new double-alze
color comic titled KING CONAN — de ’cﬁil‘ﬂl?‘ one of the few
comic-mags ever to star a mortal hero who's pushing sixty
years of A-%

We left the de Camp/Carter storles more or lesas intact,
though we opted for leaving King Conan bereft of the
T. ng beard and moustache his prose authorg gave him.

rtistically-inclined readers may pencil these onto the pfin-
ted pages, If 1 wish. And we'll be Interested in hearing If
you agreed or disagreed with that decision on Ye Editor's
part. ]

Meanwhlle, as to where we'll go with KING CONAN #5
and beyond — weil, stick around for the next year, and you'll
see, okay? Who knowa? There may yet be a comic-mag
called THE SON OF CONANI
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